


Purdah	
  

•  The	
  term	
  ‘purdah’	
  has	
  come	
  into	
  popular	
  use	
  across	
  
central	
  and	
  local	
  government	
  to	
  describe	
  the	
  period	
  of	
  
9me	
  immediately	
  before	
  elec9ons	
  or	
  referendums	
  
when	
  specific	
  restric9ons	
  on	
  communica9ons	
  ac9vity	
  
are	
  in	
  place.	
  The	
  term	
  ‘pre-­‐elec9on	
  period’	
  is	
  also	
  
used.	
  

•  The	
  pre-­‐elec9on	
  restric9ons	
  are	
  governed	
  by	
  Sec9on	
  2	
  
of	
  the	
  Local	
  Government	
  Act	
  1986	
  ,	
  as	
  amended	
  in	
  
1988	
  .	
  Essen9ally	
  councils	
  should	
  “not	
  publish	
  any	
  
material	
  which,	
  in	
  whole	
  or	
  in	
  part,	
  appears	
  to	
  be	
  
designed	
  to	
  affect	
  public	
  support	
  for	
  a	
  poli9cal	
  party.”	
  	
  




















